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Dear Chairman Genachowski:

The Federal Communications Commission's (FCC) mission in their National Broadband Plan is t~ bring

high speed broadband to rural America. The E-Rate program has been successful in achieving th~

worthy goal during its partnership with East Central Board of Cooperative Educational Services I
(ECBOCES). The E-Rate program at the FCC is a critical part of making sure that children in ruzlal and
low-income communities across the country have fair access to the educational benefits that broa~band
can provide. Moreover, we support and commend the Commission for the steps it has taken ovet the past
several years to protect against waste, fraud, and abuse in the E-Rate program, including the gift ~ule at
• I
issue. ;1

On December 1, 2010, the ECBOCES schools filed an appeal with the FCC, seeking to overturn rdenial
and rescission of E-Rate funds by the Universal Service Administration Company (USAC). Suqsequent

to the appeal filed by the ECBOCES, a number of our offices sent letters to you requesting a car~ful

review of the USAC decision, knowing the harm that such a denial and rescission would have 011 the

ECBOCES students who rely on the E-Rate program. As was the case then, we are not offering an
opinion on the details of the USAC decision; rather, we are simply reaffirming our call that the
Commission continue to recognize that an honest effort was made on the part of the ECBOCES ~chools to
comply with both the program rules and Colorado law.

However, for over ten months, ECBOCES has been anxiously awaiting a decision by the COmnfssion
concerning an appeal filed with the FCC to overturn the denial of E-Rate funds by the Universal Service

Administrative Company (USAC). This important decision will determine whether 9,400 studehts in
grades K through 12 and roughly 560 classroom teachers from 21 rural East Central Colorado S~hool

districts will continue to have access to high-speed internet service.
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As Members of Congress from both sides of the aisle in the House and the Senate, our concern is thit the
long delay in the appeal has imperiled ECBOCES educational effectiveness in planning their curricJlum

,

around the E-RATE program. Funding from this program allows for distance learning programs th t give
our school districts in rural areas a connection with one another to create a collaborative learning
environment. For example, Morgan Community College has provided hundreds of high school stu ents
over the life of the E-Rate program with the opportunity to take advantage of their courses and it is hese
distance learning programs that are often the only means for students to take higher level courses. he E-

I

Rate program makes these invaluable programs possible. I

Again, we commend the Commission's attention to this very important matter and we would appre4iate
hearing from you at your earliest convenience regarding the impending decision. I

Sincerely,

Mark Udall
U.S. Senator

~at6~c.. ______
Mike Coffman ~

Member of Congress

,!tzJA~~
Michael F. Bennet I-
U.S. Senator i

Gardner
Member of Congress



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

March 14,2012
JULIUS GENACHOWSKI

CHAIRMAN

The Honorable Cory Gardner
U.S. House of Representatives
213 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Gardner:

Thank you for your letter regarding the East Central Board of Cooperative Educational
Services. J appreciate your bringing this matter to my attention and have directed the Chief of
the Wireline Competition Bureau's Telecommunications Access Policy Division to respond. I
am pleased to provide the enclosed letter addressing your concerns.

If you have any additional questions or need any further assistance, please do not hesitate
to contact me.

Sincerely,

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure

445 12TH STREET S.W. WASHINGTON. D.C. 20554 • 202-418-1000



Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

March 14,20\2

rhe Iionorabk Cor) Gardner
I ~. Iiouse of RepresenwlI\ es
2 I3 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C'. 205 I5

Dear Congressman Gardner:

Thank you for your inquil'} regarding the concerns of the East Central Board of
Cooperati\e Educational Services (ECBOCES) schools. Specifically, you inquired about
the status of a pending appeal under the federal universal service schools and libranes
support mcchanism, commonly rcferred to as the E-rme program, for funding years 2006
- 2010. ECBOCES seeks Commission revie\\ of the Universal Service Administrative
Company's determination that ECBOCES violated E-rate program competitive bidding
rules by accepting improper gifts from a service provider.

rhe COlllmission strives to balance the goal of providing the important benefits of
the E-rak program to eligible schools and libraries with the need to protect the integrity
or the program and investigate potential waste, fraud, and abuse. On November 3,20 II,
tile' \\'irclllie Competition Bureau (Bureau) released an order that grants the ECBOCI-:S
appeal. The Bureau directed the Universal erviee Administrative Company to issue
fllnding commitments to ECBOCLS for the underlying applications. I have allaehed a
copy of the order for your review.

I appreciate your interest in this malleI'. Please let me know if I can be of any
ltlrth~r assistdllce.

Sincere Iy,

Trent B. Harkrader
Chief
Telecommunications Access Policy Division
Federal Communications Commission

cc. Ihc Iiollorable Mark Udall
fhe Honorable Michael F. Bennet
rhe Iionorable Mike Comllan



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

March 14,2012
JULIUS GENACHOWSKI

CHAIRMAN

The Honorable Mike Coffman
U.S. House of Representatives
1222 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Coffman:

Thank you for your letter regarding the East Central Board of Cooperative Educational
Services. I appreciate your bringing this matter to my attention and have directed the Chief of
the Wireline Competition Bureau's Telecommunications Access Policy Division to respond. I
am pleased to provide the enclosed letter addressing your concerns.

If you have any additional questions or need any further assistance, please do not hesitate

to contact me.

Sincerely,

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure

445 12lH STREET S W WASHINGTON. 0 C 20554 • 202-4 I 8-1 000



Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

March 14,2012

Thc IlonorabJc Vlikc Coffman
U. S. I-louse of Representatives
1211 Long\\orth I-Iousc Onice Building
Washington, D.C. 105 I5

DL:ar Congressman ColTman:

Thank you for your inquiry regarding the concerns of the East Celllral Board of
Coop"ratlle Educational Services (ECBOCES) schools. Specifically, you inquired about
thc status of a pending appeal und"r th" federal uni versal service schools and libraries
support m"chanism, commonly referred to as the E-ratc program, for funding years 1006
-1010. ECBOCES seeks Commission review ol'the Univcrsal Service Administrative
('ompan) 's ,ktermlnallon that f:CBOCES \ lolated E-rate program competitive bidding
rules by accept ing improper gi f1s from a service provider.

The Commission strivcs to balance the goal of providing the important benefits of
the E-rate program to eligible schools and libraries with the need to protect the integrity
ol"the program and investigate potential waste, fraud, and abuse. On November 3,201 I,
thc Wircline Competition Bureau (Bureau) released an order lhat grants the ECBOCCS
appeal. The Bureau directed thc Universal Service Administrative Company to issue
funding commitmcnts to ECBOCES for the underlying applications. I have ailached a
COP) 01" the order lor your rc\ ie\\.

I appreciatc your lillcrest in this mailer. Please let me know il" I can be of any
further assistance.

incerely,

I rent B. Ilarkrader
Chief
Telecommunications Access Policy Division
Federal Communications olllmission

cc: The Honorable Mark Udall
rhe I lonorable Michael F. Bennet
The Iionorable Cory Gardner



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

March 14,2012
JULIUS GENACHOWSKI

CHAIRMAN

The Honorable Michael F. Bennet
United States Senate
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Bennet:

Thank you for your letter regarding the East Central Board of Cooperative Educational
Services. I appreciate your bringing this matter to my attention and have directed the Chief of
the Wireline Competition Bureau's Telecommunications Access Policy Division to respond. I
am pleased to provide the enclosed letter addressing your concerns.

If you have any additional questions or need any further assistance, please do not hesitate

to contact me.

Sincerely,

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure

445 12TH STREET s.w. WASHINGTON. D.C 20554 • 202-418-1000



Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

March 14,2012

The Honorable Michael F. l3ennct
l nited States Senate
~112 Ilart Senate Oniee Huildlllg
\\·ashington. D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Bennet:

Thank you for your inquiry regarding the concerns oftlw East Central 130ard of
Cooperative Educational Services (I:CBOCES) schools. Specifically, you inquired about
the status ofa pending appeal under the federal universal service schools and libraries
support mechanism. commonly referred to as the E-rate program, for funding years 2006
- 20 II) !.:CflOCES se.:ks Commission re\'iew of the Universal Service Administrative
Company's determinauon that ECBOCES violated E-rate program competitive bidding
rules by accepting improper gifts from a service provider.

The Commission strives to balance the goal of providing the important benefits of
Ih.: E-rate program 10 eligible schools and libraries with the n.:.:d to protect th.: int.:grily
of the program and investigate potential waste, fraud, and abuse. On November 3, 20 I I,
th.: Wireline Competition Bureau (Bureau) released an order that grants the ECBOCES
appeal. rhe Bureau directed the Gni\'ersal Service Administrati\'e Company to issue
funding commllnKnts to !:.CI30CES lor the underlying applications. I have attached a
C<lP) of the orlkr lor your re\ie\\.

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know i1'1 can be of any
further assistance.

Sincerely.

Trent B. Harkrader
Chief
Telecommunications Access Policy Division
Federal Communications Commission

ec: The Iionorable Mark Udall
The Iionorable ,'dike Coffman
The Iionorable Cory Gardner



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

March 14,2012
JULIUS GENACHOWSKI

CHAIRMAN

The Honorable Mark Udall
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Udall:

Thank you for your letter regarding the East Central Board of Cooperative Educational
Services. I appreciate your bringing this matter to my attention and have directed the Chief of
the Wireline Competition Bureau's Telecommunications Access Policy Division to respond. 1
am pleased to provide the enclosed letter addressing your concerns.

. 1f you have any additional questions or need any further assistance, please do not hesitate

to contact me.

Sincerely,

~.

ulius Genachowski

Enclosure

445 12TH STREET S.W WASHINGTON, D.C 20554 • 202-418-1000



Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

March 14,2012

111<: Iionorabic \olark Luall
Unit<:d Stat<:s Senate
317 liart Senate Office Building
Washlllglon. D.C. 20510

D<:ar S<:nator L:dall:

I hanK you lor your inquiry regarding the concerns orlhe East Cenlral Board or
Cooperatl\e Educational Sen ices (ECBOCES) schools. Spccifically, you inquircd about
th<: status 01''1 p<:nding appeal under the federaluni\ersal ser\ice schools and librarics
support mechal11sm. cOllllllonly referred to as the E-ralC program, for runding year 2006
- 2()lll. EC130CES seeks Commission review of the Universal Service Administrative
Company's determination lhat ECBOCES violatcd E-rate program competitive bidding
ruks by acccpling improper gins IOrulll a service pro\ider.

Ih~ COlllnllSsion strl\ es to halancc the goal or providing the important benefits of
Ille L-rate progralll to eligible scllools and libraries \\ Ith the need to protect the integrity
01'111<: program and investigate potential waste, fraud, and abuse. On November 3, 2011,
th<: W,reline Competition Bureau (Burcau) releascd an order that grants thc ECBOCES
appcal. rhe Bureau directed the Univcrsal Scrvice Adlllinistrative COlllpany to issue
I'unding commitlllents to ECBOCES lor Ihe underlying applications. I havc allached a
copy of the order lor your review.

I appreciate your inter<:st in this Illaller. Please let me kno\\ if I can be of any
I"unher ut>sislancc.

Sincerely,

- 7 ~~ (/1---
Irent B. Ilarkrader
Chle!
Ieiccomlllunications Access Policy Di\ ision
~edcral Communications Coml11lssion

ce: I he Iionorable Michael F. Bennet
rhe lionorable Mike Cofrlllan
The Iionorable Cory Gardner
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